GATEWAY   TO   GREATNESS
Very few of these people can either read or write or distinguish
one book or newspaper from another, yet in their various ways
they have inspired and fostered a great literature.
*          *          *
Earlier in this chapter I have referred to the seamier side of village
lore and to the hold which witchcraft and dark superstition have
on the imagination of the country-people.    As will be imagined,
there are literally thousands of traditional beliefs and customs pre-
vailing in Portugal, and many of them are harmless, but there are
others which are bound to present any form of enlightened govern-
ment with a very serious problem indeed.    No one minds very
much if a young girl sleeps with a few beans under her pillow or
breaks an egg in a glass of water on one night in the year in an
effort to discover the name and the profession of a suitable mate,
as one may rest assured that her marriage in any case will be deter-
mined by her parents and her status.    After all, there are many
of us who still carry about charms, take care to cross our fingers
when walking under ladders, turn over what little money we have
left on the night of a new moon and think that black cats bring
luck if they cross our paths.   The evil, for evil there is, lies in the
extent to which so-called witchcraft was permitted to survive and
to be developed on a commercial basis among a simple-minded
people who are superstitious by nature.   Witchcraft has been
called by some a " cult of Satanism " and by others it is looked upon
as the survival in a debased form of a pre-Christian cult that was
driven underground by Christianity, and so forth.    Either theory
may be accurate as an explanation of its origin, but Its survival and
its steady growth long after the coming of Christianity in the
Peninsula was surely governed by the measure of profit it brought
the practitioners.   It is not surprising, therefore, to discover that
in Portugal there were no less than nine kinds of practitioners in
operation in the country districts as late as the middle thirties, or
some twenty years after the advent of the republican regime in
1910.   They were the " wise " women, women with " magical"
powers, the " bmxas ", the "feiticeiras ", and the like, all reaping a
rich harvest and all preying on the minds of people to whom
death is a terrifying journey to an unknown world from which
there is no return and child-birth an event fraught with great
clanger.   So we find instances of those who were sick resorting or
submitting to extraordinary practices to war4 off death,
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